ROGER   BARLOW
discussed by the company during this dinner. The fall of
Thomas Cromwell was imminent, but the loss of their patron
seems to have left the Barlows unperturbed, and they continued
to prosper. In August, Roger was placed on the Commission
of Sewers for the sea-coast and marsh-land of Cardiganshire
and Carmarthenshire, i.e. a land reclamation Commission, and
in 1541 John was made Prebendary of Peterborough.
It was, however, immediately following Cromwell's execution
that Roger Barlow once more took up the project of discovery
by the north, for from internal evidence it is apparent that the
Brief Swnme of Geographie was  written during the winter
1540-41. When the text was complete, the author prepared a
revised form of the Address to the King which he had drawn up
with Robert Thorne, referring to himself therm as CI, R.B., one
of the leest and unable of your Grace's subjects'. From this
address we learn that he had not as yet compiled the 'litle
Declaration of the Sphere' which he proposed to prefix to the
Cosmographia. The "Declaration* was in fact a much modified
version  of the navigating manual with which  Enciso  had
prefaced the original Spanish work, the astronomical tables in
particular being freshly compiled. These Barlow no doubt
obtained from a professional source, for they are written on
paper of a different size and bearing a different watermark from
that used for the main body of the manuscript. That the
manuscript is of the date suggested is confirmed by the water-
marks on both types of paper, which can be proved to have
been in use in the years mentioned. The Address is not in the
Royal Library with the Brief Summe itself, but is preserved at
the Record Office, where it is wrongly calendared under date
1534; it affords a third watermark confirming the suggestion
that it was presented in I54I1. It bears the endorsement in
another hand: 'A preface to a mappe of navigacion presented
to the Kinge Hy 8.'2, and it is therefore probable that a copy
1  Comparison of these watermarks has been made with contempo-
rary dated documents, and with the dated (MS.) collection compiled
by Beazeley, Add. MSS. 38637 and 38638.
2  Calendar of State Papers, Henry VIII, vol. 239, fol. 106.